An ongoing surveillance study of persistent crying and hypotonic-hyporesponsive episodes following routine DTP immunization: a preliminary report.
Hypotonic-hyporesponsive episodes and persistent crying are specific complications of pertussis immunization. Hyperinsulinemia, hypoglycemia, and leukocytosis have been noted after pertussis vaccine administration in a murine model. Five children with hypotonic-hyporesponsive episodes and 6 children with persistent crying following DTP immunization were studied. The children were found to have leukocytosis acutely, similar to findings reported in children following routine DTP immunization. No abnormalities were noted in plasma insulin or serum glucose. Five of 6 children with persistent crying had severe local reactions, suggesting that localized inflammation may be a cause of persistent crying.